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Through dissent and protest, it lost the
ability to mobilize a will to win.”

Mr. Speaker, that statement bears
repeating in part. He answered, ‘‘Those
people represented the conscience of
America. The conscience of America
was part of its war-making capability,
and we were turning that power in our
favor.”

Does it sound like some of the voices
we have heard today coming from the
other side of the aisle, Mr. Speaker?
And is it the same sentiment and will
it be the same result? Or will we have
the courage and the fortitude and the
foresight and the will to stand up for
truth, to stand up for this mission, to
stand up with our troops that have put
their lives on the line for us and for our
freedom and for the free destiny of
America?

Can we let Bui Tin make a point that
a democracy, because it has freedom of
speech and we allow people who are
seen as the leaders to speak without
consequence, sending a message out to
all of the people in this country and
the people across the world that want
to listen that we do not have the re-
solve to continue this fight and win
this fight and leave a new legacy that
puts aside the old legacies of Vietnam,
the legacies of Mogadishu and the leg-
acies of Lebanon? It is up to us.

As I think about a meeting I had
with General Casey in Baghdad last
August, he said to me, the enemy can-
not win if the politicians stay in the
fight. We discussed on the way back did
he mean Iraqi politicians or American
politicians, and I concluded that he
meant both. It is essential that both
the Iraqi politicians and the American
politicians stay in the fight. It is our
job to do that.

I stood in a mess hall in Iraq more
than a year ago. There was a soldier, a
Captain Richards. He shook my hand
and looked into my eyes and said, I am
proud to fight for my country and
serve my country, but why do I have to
fight the United States news media,
too?

My answer is, you should not have to
fight the news media. That is my job.
It is my job, and it is the job of the
Members of Congress to make sure that
the truth comes out and we stand up
for the people who are defending our
freedom. Use the freedom of speech to
defend freedom, not the freedom of
speech to undermine freedom.

I have more illustrations, Mr. Speak-
er.

Mr. Speaker, this is the gentleman
who has been in the news lately,
Zawahiri. He heard the message from
Vietnam that came from the senior
Senator from Massachusetts. When the
senior Senator said Iraq is George
Bush’s Vietnam, here is the words that
came out of the mouth of Zawahiri:
“The collapse of American power in
Vietnam, they ran and left.”

We think that does send a message to
all of our future enemies when we pull
out of an operation, an operation that,
when that happened, it cost perhaps as
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many as 3 million lives in Southeast
Asia when the power structure col-
lapsed, and it happened because we lost
the will in this country.

This operation in Iraq is nothing like
Vietnam, not in its severity, not in its
casualties. It does not have any jungles
or mountains. It is a barren desert.
There is no place for the enemy to
hide. Zarqawi said that in his letter
that he wrote a year ago last April.
There is no place to hide, and the
Iraqis that are willing to take them in
are as rare as red sulfur. I do not know
how rare red sulfur is in Iraq, but I
think it is on the order of as rare as
hen’s teeth.

Another message, Muqgtada al-Sadr.
He has been in the news also a lot late-
ly. I saw this image and heard this
voice as I sat in a hotel room in Kuwait
waiting to go into Iraq the next day. I
was watching al-Jazeera TV. That is
always a good thing to do when you are
in a foreign country, turn on the TV
and see the images that they portray.
You can get a sense of what people are
focusing on, even if you cannot under-
stand the language. This was in Arabic
audio, but the crawler underneath was
in English.

As I watched that mouth go up and
down, this is what I heard: If we keep
attacking Americans, they will leave
Iraq the same way as they left Viet-
nam, the same way they left Lebanon,
the same way they left Mogadishu.

Sound familiar? I think so. I think
Mugtada al-Sadr is getting his lessons
the same way. He is listening to the
American left. He is being encouraged
by the voices that are quasi leaders in
this Congress, both in the House and
the Senate, the people who keep pre-
dicting defeat and saying before the op-
eration begins that we cannot win.

Some people from the United States
House of Representatives went to Iraq
to surrender before the operations ever
began. Yet our military went in there
and in record time went in and invaded
and liberated and occupied the largest
city ever in the history of the world.
They traveled across more miles of
desert than anybody had before. And
that is the most powerful message. He
is listening to the voice that comes
out.

We need to understand when we are
talking here we need to talk about our
resolve and staying the course, fin-
ishing the job, and sticking with our
military.

And what does our military say?
When I visit them in the hospital or
visit them in Iraq or when they come
back home, they want to finish this
fight. Those that are wounded want to
get better and go back and get into the
fight. They feel a little guilty some-
times that they might have been able
to avoid getting injured, and they want
to get back in the fight and rejoin their
troops. That is the patriotic American
way. We need to stand and defend that.

We have another voice here that I
think we need to hear. It is another
voice of the defeatist left, the chair-
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man of the Democrat Party, Howard
Dean. “The idea that we are going to
win in Iraq is just plain wrong.” That
was December, 2005.

What kind of message does that echo
through the hovels in Iraq where the
insurgents live and plan and plot to at-
tack Americans? Does that make them
think that the United States has lost
its resolve? If they are reading the
quotes from Bui Tin and General Japp
and Ho Chi Minh, don’t they think that
the lack of will in the United States
today would be comparable to the lack
of will during the Vietnam War?

It is not the same war, the same time
or the same people. If we pulled out of
Iraq and let that nation break down
into chaos, the consequences for this
country, the consequences for freedom,
the consequences that we would have
to face in this global war on terror
would be catastrophic. I do not think a
reasonable person can really con-
template the idea of pulling out or
backing off to the horizon and dis-
engaging and only going in when there
is a real, real crisis, or the idea that we
should provide for separating Iraq into
three different geographical areas.

Where did that come from, Senator?
That discussion should have been
taken place long ago. To sit back and
throw a Monday morning quarterback
recommendation out there throws
more instability into the Middle East
and makes it harder for our diplomats,
Secretary of State, Secretary of De-
fense, and harder for our President to
try to lend a sense of calm and support.

The Iraqis are committed to one Iraq.
I have asked the same question about
what would happen if Iraq were di-
vided. I asked that question quietly of
people that know. And every time I ask
that question, I get an answer: Don’t
talk about it; don’t think about it,
don’t try it. We are Iraqis and we are
Iraqis first; and we are Kurds, Shiites,
and Sunnis after that. I am going to
stand with one Iraq. That is the organi-
zation that is there. We have to stick
with that. Anything else undermines
it.

Mr. Speaker, that is the situation in
Iraq. We can stand together on this,
and we will. Our troops are not going
to blink. Our leadership is not going to
blink.

Our Secretary of Defense has done an
outstanding job. He is reorganizing our
military right in the middle of combat
operations. They are reorganizing it
into brigade combat teams.

Some of generals who have been crit-
ical of our Secretary of Defense are the
ones who are not supporting a reorga-
nization of the military, especially the
Army. They are some of those tradi-
tional ways diehards.

Of all of the thousands of generals
that we have, we have found six that
disagree with the Secretary of Defense.
That is hardly a movement. That is
hardly something that I think should
cause us to rearrange our entire mili-
tary thinking. But you can always find
a dissenter. You can always find a crit-
ic. Time will help us fix this.



